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2 July 1951 


The Honorable George C, Marshall 
The Secretary of Defense — " Ml 
Washington, D. c, 

Oeer General Marshall i 
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or two of those wore voluntarily transferred to CIA control la 
accordance with tbs latent of lew. Others remain la existence, 
and we cross trails from t law to timef sometimes with ludicrous 
and occasionally with rather tragic results. On the whole, 
however, this mitiplicity of oentrol of a very sensitive typo 
of operation is a thoroughly bad business* I believe it earn be 
corrsetsd in time by establishing a broader base of confidence 
and cooperation in CIA operations and by improving those opera* 
time to tbo point where thoy moot the needs of the agenolee CIA 
is designed to serve. 

WCID-5 as presently in offset* after stating in paragraph 1 
that the Director of Central Intelligence shall conduct all or- 
ganised Federal espionage operations out aide the United States 
and its possessions for the collection of foreign intelligence 
information required to meet the needs of all Departments and 
Agendas concerned in connection with the national security, 
makes exception "for certain agreed activities by ether Depart- 
ments and Agsneies,” X am prepared at any time to disease any 
each activities proposed by ether Departments and Agencies and 
to endeavor to read an a gree m en t with rsspeet to them. Further- 
more, I am obligated under paragraph h of RSCID-5 to eeordlnate 
each agreed activities of "etsael agents* with the organised 
covert activities, 

X wish to cake it oloer that this Agency is entirely willing 
to place its personnel under the Aaerlean theater Commander in 
any theater of active military operations whore American troops 
ere engaged end is equally milling, and indeed and sue, to coordi- 
nate its activities with the feint Chiefs of Staff. If it is 
necessary to formalise this attitude, a brief statement like that 
embodied in the recently approved revision of paragraph k, MSG 10/2, 
should be sufficient. Accordingly, X do not believe that the 
proposed revision merits consideration by the Set! anal Security 
Council. The pre se nt directive seems quite adequate. 

Faithfully, 

s/ Bedell Smith 
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